SHIPIDUCH. SHIER; BN {uBhg, pHOTL JUSTIN GRS

is considered by many to be climb-

Reinhold Messner, the most famous mountaineer of all time,
ing's ethical authority on land preservation in the mountains, His ant- aphy is roo
n that by de Ing pearly anything can be cll nhed

sferred to these

and to suit our needs

clear-cutting

th Vermont locals, were ly

e esa

ing little bout the incident th
ng Jay . who

n Cli Fish an

country s s peak holds the re
A0-¢

consistent 40

y on sunny days. Powderhounds find

an on Jay Peak.



STOWES HELLBADOR BASIN 5 & NOT-SO-SECRET STASH THAT WOULDINT BE SKIABLE WITHOUT A PRUNING. PHOTO (0N LANDWERAL!

f
"PEOPLE WANT TO BE
KNOWN FORB THINNING
OUT THE BEST GLADE

OR CUTTING THE
GREATEST NEW LINE

’

problem. “We authorized a small group of volunteers who were trained in prop
er thinning techniques; Wimble says. “Led by an individual with a degree i
forestry management, they clean up the off-piste ‘bands’ every summer. Since
we started doing this, we've had no rogue cutting”

According to Washburn, the pruning issue on Big Jay has also beer
brewing tor years. “We are working with the state to come up with a land
management plan that would suit everyone,' she says. “Supervised prunin
very well may become part of that plan’

As backcountry skiing has gotten more popular, it seems more people warnt
to be known for thinning out the best glade or cutting the gr eatest new line. New
England's old-school forefathers who cleanly, politely and quietly trimmed ug
remote hillside and kept it secret from the rest of the world are seemingly benr
replaced by a new breed with a niew attitude: murder the impossible.

In an attempt to prevent erosion, salvage the peak's lynx habitat as we
as that of the endangered Bicknell thrush (which may not cross this now opers
clearing), Jay Peal will be contributing manpower, equipment and transporta
tion to the recovery effort. The Green Mountain Club will pitch in heaps
manpower. And the State of Vermont will spend time and tax dollars trying !
reverse damage that s, in all likelihood, irreversible.- B R 1TAN I RWIN
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